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Why do we need Standard Methods and Other Consensus Standards?

• Test methods, specifications, and terms by CONSENSUS 

• Adopted in a process OPEN to all interested parties

• Each participant has an EQUAL input 

• Committees established by BALANCE

• Producers

• Users

• Others (EPA, States, Trade Associations, Consultants)

• All input and viewpoints are considered and treated fairly. 

• Generally non-profit organizations of VOLUNTEERS
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What is the Standard Methods Organization? 
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Sponsored by APHA, AWWA, and WEF

Voluntary Consensus Standards Body (VCSB)

Two “Employees” + a bunch of Volunteers

“Organizations which plan, develop, establish, or coordinate 

voluntary consensus standards using agreed-upon 

procedures.”  
OMB Circular A -119-Revised (1998)

Employees have no input (say) in the technical 

content of methods, the web site, or books; all 

technical content is by the volunteers.  



Standard Methods Organization Structure
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Joint Task Group

(JTG)

1000 PC

2000 PC

3000 PC

4000 PC

5000 PC
6000 PC

7000 PC

8000 PC

9000 PC

10 000 PC

STANDARD METHODS COMMITTEE (SMC)

JEB

• SMC = All who joined

• Review and ballot methods

• Participate in JTGs

• Remain active

• JTG = groups who write or revise methods

• Author the methods

• Perform validations

• Review according to expertise

• Ballot the JTG draft

• PC = “oversee” JTGs in Part

• Draft charge

• Maintain schedules

• Field questions

• JEB = guides direction of SM

• Works with PCs

• Ensures process followed

• Web and “book” content

• Spokespersons to stakeholders



Who are the SMC members? That’s You!
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Public Sector

• Municipal Laboratories

• Government Accreditation Programs

• Government Agencies & Laboratories

• Public Academia

Private Sector

• Commercial Laboratories

• Industry Laboratories

• Consultants

• Manufacturers & Suppliers

• Non-governmental Accreditation Bodies

• Private Academia

• Retired but active experts 

Where do all the SMC members come from?

A Global 

Body of Experts



Methods that Standard Methods Develops or Revises
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Method already exists

Modification of existing 
method

New method for existing 
analyte

New method and new 
analyte



Modification of Existing Methods – improve clarity or performance

7

Method 
needs 

modification

SDWA

ATP
Limited 

Validation 
VCSB

CWA

Part 136.6
Limited 

Validation 
VCSB

➢ MDL incorrect, or newer 

MDL needed

➢ Incorrect reagent recipe

➢ Any Technical Change

➢ Methods do not have to be 

for EPA

➢ FDA

➢ Other countries

➢ Non-compliance

➢ Aquaculture

➢ agriculture



New Methods for Existing Analytes
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New method 
for existing 

analyte

SDWA

ATP
New VCSB 

method

CWA

ATP
New VCSB 

method

➢ There is already an existing 

method for the analyte

➢ Different extraction

➢ Different determinative 

step

➢ Different reagents



New Method for a New Analyte
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New method 
for existing 

analyte

SDWA

New VCSB 
method

CWA

New VCSB 
method

➢ No existing published standard

➢ May be in literature

➢ May be vendor app note

➢ Requires extensive validation



What’s new at Standard Methods? 
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https://www.standardmethods.org/


Click the “application” link

11



The JEB says “hi”, now click “Information form”
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https://www.standardmethods.org/aboutsm


Fill out the form and send it in. 
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INFORMATION FORM

https://www.standardmethods.org/pb-assets/downloads/Information_Form.pdf


Important Information under Resource Tab
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Resources link provides information needed for methods
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New “ask the Experts” and  “errata” under support tab
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“Ask the Experts” can help to clear ambiguity in text 
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Supporting documents may also include other information
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Access to all methods, new and some older ones
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Previous versions are available in pdf. 
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Info button (new) provides approvals and what changed
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Recently Published Methods – 2110 Appearance

https://www.standardmethods.org/page/summaryofupdates

• 2110A 

• water quality aesthetics, including appearance, odor, and taste

• drinking water regulations and guidance levels for drinking water aesthetics published 
by the US EPA, the WHO, the EU, Canada, and India.

• 2110B

• contains a color Guide to Particles and Color in Tap Water,

• check-if-apply list for customer complaints

• table to guide selecting the appropriate sensory method
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https://www.standardmethods.org/page/summaryofupdates


Recently Published Methods – 2150 Taste and Odor

https://www.standardmethods.org/page/summaryofupdates

• 2150B 

• Technical revisions for sample storage, temperature range method blank

• 2150C

• Added Inter-lab study data

• Technical changes

• 2150D

• Attribute Rating Test added

• Sensory analysis with Inter-lab study
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https://www.standardmethods.org/page/summaryofupdates


Recently Published Methods – 4500 PAA and PFA

https://www.standardmethods.org/page/summaryofupdates

• Entire section updated to add Performic Acid
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https://www.standardmethods.org/page/summaryofupdates


Recently Published Methods – 6020 QA/QC Organics methods

• 6020A editorially revised, 

• suggests TNI for QMS

• 6020B substantial revisions on 
Lab QC practices

• Calibration

• IDC

• MDL and MRL

• Blanks

• LFB, LFM, LFMD

• Internal Standards or 
Surrogates

• Extracted Internal Standards

• 6020C added to include 
additional QC practices 

• Corrective Action

• Frequency of QC

• Data Qualifiers and 
Narratives
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Recently Published Methods – 6040 Taste and Odor Compounds 

• 6040 A, B, C, and E editorially revised

• 6040D completely revised

• 19 compounds

• Descriptors, such as earthy, 
musty, ....

• Inter-lab study

• Ruggedness testing

• Reduced sample volume

• Holding time study 
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Recently Published Methods – 7020 Quality Systems (RadChem)

• Table 7020:1 updated with new acceptance limits for SDWA PTs

• 7020 A.3 Quality Control revised

• Specify standard deviation for control charts

• 7020 A.3d equation correction
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New Method Activity – Balloting in Process
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• 5210 BOD – revisions for clarity

• Based on comments

• CBOD control limits

• Blanks

• GGA

• 6010 Introductory Material to organic analysis

• 10120 Cyano qPCR methods

• 10200 Plankton – Imaging method

https://www.standardmethods.org/methodactivitynotification

https://www.standardmethods.org/methodactivitynotification


New Method Activity – in process or seeking volunteers

Part 1000

1020 Quality Assurance JTG in progress

1040 Method Development JTG forming, seeking volunteers, chair or co-chairs

1050 Expression of Results JTG forming, seeking volunteers, chair or co-chairs

1080 Reagent Water JTG forming, seeking volunteers, chair or co-chairs

1090 Lab Occupational Health and Safety JTG in progress

Part 2000

2020 QA/QC JTG in progress, volunteers welcome

2120 Color JTG forming, seeking volunteers

2130 Turbidity JTG in progress, volunteers welcome

2540 QA/QC JTG forming, seeking volunteers

2710: Tests on Sludges
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Part 3000

Part 3000 New method for metals speciation analysis with capability

to measure trace levels. Recruiting JTG members

3020 Quality Assurance/Quality Control and information for

JTG to review/revise to ensure essential quality control and equipment supplies

and materials relevant information included. Seeking Joint Task Group Chair

3125: Interference Correction-REE: Seeking labs for interlaboratory study; JTG in progress
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New Method Activity – in process or seeking volunteers



Part 4000

4500-F- Fluoride Seeking volunteers

4500-NH3 Seeking volunteers

4500-Norg JTG in progress 

4500-N: Nitrogen Recruiting for JTG members; seeking labs to participate in interlaboratory study

Method for online measurement technologies; in collaboration with EPA.

Actively recruiting; volunteers welcome

Part 5000

5220: Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) JTG in progress 

Method for online measurement technologies; in collaboration with EPA.

Actively recruiting; volunteers welcome
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New Method Activity – in process or seeking volunteers



Part 6000

6040 Taste and Odor Compounds for method C Purge and Trap Seeking JTG Chair

6200 Volatile Organics JTG in progress

6410 Extractable Organics JTG in progress

6630 Organochlorine Pesticides JTG in progress

6910 New Method: PFAS JTG in progress

Part 7000

7500-3H Tritium: Screening Method JTG in progress

7500-U Uranium JTG in progress
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New Method Activity – in process or seeking volunteers



Part 9000

9020: QA/QC JTG in progress

9213 G Enzyme Substrate, P aeruginosa seeking JTG chair and members

9215 E HPC, Enzyme Substrate Method, seeking JTG chair and members

9223: Enzyme Substrate Coliform Test JTG in progress

9230 D: Fecal Enterococci, Fluorogenic Substrate Test seeking JTG chair and members

Part 10000

10120 - Cyano qPCR; JTG in progress

10210 Plankton, Method J: Flow Imaging Microscopy JTG in progress

10500 Benthic Macroinvertebrates seeking JTG chair and members

10750 Nematodes; seeking JTG chair and members
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New Method Activity – in process or seeking volunteers

See Next Slide 



Part 9000 update in detail

34

Thursday

Crafting Consensus

10:35 – 11:00
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Participation in Preparation of Standard Methods is an introduction from the Joint Editorial 
Board.

The Information Form enables us to add you to the committee and record your interests in 
regard to water and wastewater analysis as well as Joint Task Group (JTG) membership.

Refer to the Tentative Listing of Sections to select the sections you would like to participate 
on as a JTG member.

Finally, General Ballot Response provides information on the level of participation required to 
receive a complimentary seat for Standard Methods Online.

Please fill out the Information Form and send it to the Standard Methods manager.

Thank you for your interest in Standard Methods.

Join the Standard Methods Committee

https://www.standardmethods.org/JoinSMCommittee/participation.htm
https://www.standardmethods.org/JoinSMCommittee/participation.htm
https://www.standardmethods.org/pb-assets/downloads/Information_Form.pdf
https://www.standardmethods.org/pb-assets/downloads/sectionlist.pdf
https://www.standardmethods.org/JoinSMCommittee/GeneralBallot.htm
https://www.standardmethods.org/pb-assets/downloads/Information_Form.pdf
mailto:Nathan%20Edman%20%3cNEdman@awwa.org%3e
mailto:Nathan%20Edman%20%3cNEdman@awwa.org%3e
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Questions? 

wclipps@shimadzu.com

Ask for your 

member pin
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