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Whole Effluent Toxicity Testing Expert Committee Meeting
Forum on Laboratory Accreditation, Columbus, Ohio
January 22, 2024 1:00 pm Eastern

Welcome and Announcements

Rami welcomed everyone to the session, and invited the committee members who were present
to introduce themselves.

Presentation

Using the presentation being distributed with these minutes, Rami first explained the committee’s
efforts to achieve data comparability with PTDMR-QA studies, to have PT samples run with
consistent conditions and calculated rather than hypothetical endpoints reported.

He then moved into discussing the two major issues that the committee resolved before
undertaking a revision of the full module. First, that accreditation is not necessary for support
chemistry measurements, as these just need to show that the test conditions are within a range
that does not harm the test organisms, so that proper calibration of the test instruments (pH
meter, etc.) is truly all that is necessary.

Then, second, negotiating agreement on the requirements for an individual analyst’s initial
demonstration of competency. The current module addresses only lab initial DOCs, and some
ABs have been requiring the same five repetitions of a method for an analyst initial DOC. With
some methods requiring multiple days if not weeks, the analyst is unable to work without close
supervision for an unreasonably long time period, up to a year in some cases. The negotiated
agreement is one successful standard reference test after training in all tasks to be performed is
completed.

As Rami talked through the language of the draft revised module, several points arose during
discussions that the committee may wish to address before finalizing the module. General
comments were that the module needs to include a better definition of the term “team” as
differentiated from work cell, and that we could require a higher grade of chemicals than “reagent
grade”.

The specific comments are identified here:

§6.2.1 — clarify “significant change in personnel” that requires another lab IDOC - is that
one new analyst or 50% of the team or ?7??

§6.3 — first line, should include “unless the method states otherwise”

§6.3 Note 2 — needs to include a component about flow-through versus static tests, as
these are not going to be the same in all cases

§7.1.4 — if the DMR-QA includes NOEC reporting it should also include required reporting
for PMSD

§7.1.6.h — in the discussion of surrogate measurements, need to address representative
measurements in every dilution concentration

Rami thanked all of the attendees for their feedback. It was a small group, about 8 individuals,
but they were clearly interested and attentive, and willing to offer their thoughts.

3. Next Meeting



The next teleconference meeting will be on Wednesday, February 21, 2024, at 1 pm Eastern.
A Microsoft Teams link for screen-sharing or just a telephone option will be provided with the
agenda and any needed documents, in advance of the meeting.
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